
Brief Description 
 
Shire Hall is a Grade I Listed building which gained HLF 
funding to transform it into a major Exhibition and 
Visitor Centre. The building houses the old Crown Court 
and Cells and is famous for the trial of the Tolpuddle 
Martyrs in 1834. It is owned by West Dorset District 
Council and managed by the Shire Hall Trust. 
 
The Project was to create a working museum with a 
learning space, exhibition space, shop and café. It also 
included a small commercial lettable area, potentially 
for use as a Tourist Information Centre. Two apartments 
have been incorporated for private rent. 
 
Martin Thomas Associates were appointed to undertake 
all the Mechanical and Electrical Consultancy Work from 
RIBA Stage C, including input to Listed Buildings Consent 
Applications. 
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Designs were completed and integrated with the 
Architect’s Planning and Listed Building Consent 
applications and the agreed conditions were included 
within the MTA specifications and monitored by MTA 
during the construction stage.  These included black 
painted cable containment and fixings, avoidance of 
fixings on specific feature walls and building 
structure, use of wireless systems in part, and re-use 
of existing confined and limited Plantroom and 
chimney space for the new boiler installation.  The 
museum retail area and 60 seat restaurant/kitchen 
services were undertaken in two stages, with 
preliminary designs issued for tender purposes then 
followed up with detailed designs in the construction 
stage following full collaboration and coordination 
with the Catering and Retail consultants.  Building 
M&E system interfaces and a sprinkler installation 
were provided to the two open market residential 
properties on the top floor of the property. 
 
Services Included: 
 

 New Utility incoming services development 

 GIS compliant designs to the Grand Jury Room 

 New boiler plant 

 Discreet services containment design and     
routing 

 Coordination and implementation of         
Exhibition Specialist’s schemes 

 New fire & security alarm designs 

 Domestic water, heating and ventilation   designs 

 General lighting and small power designs 

 Shire Hall High Street façade floodlighting 
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